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Why I Serve 
Over my years at Woodbury Lutheran, I’ve taken on a lot of different characters for 

various events. Last year for the Family Olympic Event, I dressed up as Sochi the 

Snowflake. A couple of months ago, I created my own superhero and dressed up as 

the “Sequined Crusader” for Middle School Mania. But, one of my favorites? I become 

Coach Sarah and volunteer for the Sports Vacation Bible School. For a week, I play 

games with kids and make it seem like I am actually athletic. I also have the opportuni-

ty to lead the kids in a prayer before they eat their snack. These prayers are set to 

theme songs from, “The Adams Family,” “Batman” and “Superman”. These prayers are 

great and guaranteed to be stuck in your head for days. 

Last summer, I nannied for a family from church. I was outside with the boys, pretend-

ing I can play basketball, and a group of boys rode their bikes past the house yelling, 

“Hey! It’s Coach Sarah! Let’s sing the Superman Prayer!” Whenever they would ride 

past the house for the rest of the afternoon, they would say hi to me and sing, “Thank 

you God, for giving us food.”  

So why do I serve? It’s not for the thanks, it’s not for the recognition, and it’s not so I 

can feel better about myself. I serve because we’re called to make God greater and 

ourselves less. By serving, I’m able to use my gifts and abilities to make God greater 

and to praise His name. By serving, I am able to point the high school girls in my small 

group on Wednesday nights to the cross and I am able to show them how to be a light 

in their friend groups. When I serve, I grow in my relationship with God.  

Serving isn’t hard and it isn’t painful. It doesn’t require a lot of time and serving can 

look different to everyone. Serving can be leading a small group in Kids or Youth Minis-
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try, helping the Altar Guild get 

communion ready for worship, or 

singing in the choir or playing on a 

worship team (if you’re musical) 

and everything in between.  

One of my favorite parts of serving 

at Woodbury Lutheran Church is 

the community that exists among 

the volunteers. We’re able to en-

courage each other and grow with 

each other. We are making God 

greater and ourselves less.  

I want you to take John 3:30: “He 

must become greater and I must 

become less” and pray over it. Let 

the Lord lead you to where He 

would want you to serve and see 

what happens and how you grow. 

~ Sarah Dibbern 



Unpacking the Discipleship 
Path 
This month is the second of four newsletter articles where I will give 

some further insight into each part of the Discipleship Path.  I would 

also like to strongly encourage you to go back and listen to any of the 

six messages in the series, Walk This Way, that you may have missed.  

All of our messages are available on both the website and the Wood-

bury Lutheran Church App. 

At the heart of the Discipleship Path is our desire to follow a Biblical 
model that is led by the Holy Spirit to fulfill the command of Jesus to 
make disciples.  In our complex and quickly changing world this is be-
coming more and more difficult and we can never do this on our own.  
In the path we have an excellent balance between what happens as 
the church gathers and how we live as the church when we scatter 
back into the world.  Here is what it looks like in Grow: 

 

Both the gathering and scattering are important if we are going to be-

come more and more like Jesus everyday of our lives.  I am so excited 

to say that we now have 501 adults gathering in small groups and we 

are beginning to hear great stories of how walking together is changing 

The  WLC Discipleship Path 

people’s lives.  If you have 

struggled to find connection 

at WLC, small groups are a 

great opportunity, but I have 

to say it takes time and work 

for relationships to develop 

so be patient.   If you have 

not taken this step please 

feel free to talk with me or 

Pastor Derek to get more in-

formation. 

As we leave our small groups 

and scatter back into our 

lives a huge part of our 

growth is to be reading and 

studying the Bible.  This can 

be really hard to get started, 

so we want to help you in any 

way possible.  As we speak 

we are completely rebuilding 

our website so that we can 

offer more resources to help 

in all the scattered areas of 

the discipleship path, but a 

great place to start right now 

is with the Scripture cards 

that are available every 

week, they will help to guide 

you into God’s Word and into 

prayer. 

As we celebrate the resurrec-

tion of Jesus, may the new 

life that He has won for us 

show in the way we live as 

His disciples. 

Walking Together, 

Pastor Tom 

PS – If you are trying to fig-
ure out your next step on the 
Discipleship Path, make sure 
to stop by the Connection 
Center after worship! 

Gathered Church Scattered Church 

Growing in faith in 

small groups 

Growing in faith 

through personal de-

votional Bible reading 

and study 



Weddings: 
Mary Bloomquist & Kent Emerson 

Baptisms: 
Emily Ann Law 
Logan Theodore Wahl  
Norah Elizabeth Wesser 
Brynn Gloria Riebe 
Stella Ann Oxton 
Joseph John Wess 
Trevor Alan Wess 
Andrew Jason Nelson 
Eva May Powers 
Brian Thomas Fong 

Deaths: 
Doreen Atchison ~ brother, Wayne 

Lisa Karcher ~ uncle, Wayne 

Family of Dartha Montgomery 

Ashley Bayless ~ grandmother,  

Margaret 

Steve Grovender ~ mother, Gladys 

Pastor Tim Marshall ~ mother, Jan 

Family of Ralph Stolp 

Ted Ginkel ~ wife, Grace 

Chris & Jeff Ginkel ~ mother, Grace 

Dorothy Olson ~ father, Marvin 

Tim Wess ~ sister, Chrissy 

Mary Shepperd ~ brother, Michael 

 

Service Times  
at WLC: 

Sundays at Valley Creek: 

Sanctuary, Blended  8  & 11am 
Sanctuary, Contemporary 9:30am 

Genesis, Contemporary 11am 
 

Saturdays at Valley Creek: 

Journey, 5pm 
 

Sundays at Oak Hill: 

Blended 9:00am  
Contemporary10:30am 

 

Office & Mailing Address: 

7380 Afton Road 

Woodbury, MN  55125 
 

Office Hours: 

Mon. – Thurs.: 9am–4pm 

Friday: 9am–3pm 
 

 Phone: (651) 739-5144 

 Fax: (651) 739-3536 

 Website:  
www.woodburylutheran.org 

To Fast 
To those with which I share the common struggle, I 
pray this blesses you. ~ Mary Lehman 

by Christine Valters Painter 
 
I am called to fast from being strong and always trying to hold it all togeth-
er, and instead embrace the profound grace that comes through my vul-
nerability and tenderness, to allow a great softening this season. 
 
I am called to fast from anxiety and the endless torrent of thoughts which 
rise up in my mind to paralyze me with fear of the future, and enter into 
the radical trust in the abundance at the heart of things, rather than scarci-
ty. 
 
I am called to fast from speed and rushing through my life, causing me to 
miss the grace shimmering right here in this holy pause. 
 
I am called to fast from multitasking and the destructive energy of inatten-
tiveness to any one thing, so that I get many things done, but none of 
them well, and none of them nourishing to me. Instead my practice will 
become a beholding of each thing, each person, each moment. 
 
I am called to fast from endless list-making and too many deadlines, and 
enter into the quiet and listen for what is ripening and unfolding, what is 
ready to be born. 
 
I am called to fast from certainty and trust in the great mystery of things. 
 
And then perhaps, I will arrive at Easter and realize those things from 
which I have fasted I no longer need to take back on again. I will experi-
ence a different kind of rising. 

Matt Krotzer & Family 



Roth Report 
Don and Bev Roth are members of Wycliffe Bible Translators. They work 

with the indigenous people group, the Cora, who live in the small village of 

Santa Teresa in the north east area of the state of Nayarit, Mexico. Don 

serves as a linguist/translator in the Mexico branch of Wycliffe. Bev assists 

with tasks related to their ministry, as well dedicating her time to the needs 

of their family and home. They have five children; the two oldest, Diana and 

Rachel are married. Joshua lives in Sapporo, Japan and teaches English. 

Maria is a senior at Holland Christian high school in Holland, Michigan. Their 

youngest, Elizabeth, is 12 and their only child at home. 

It has been a productive year for the Cora de Santa Teresa language pro-

gram. Recently Don has been involved with carefully reviewing and making 

corrections in the two manuscript edits and supervising the proofreading of 

the text of the Santa Teresa Cora New Testament. He recently submitted 

Genesis, Ruth, Psalms, and Jonah for consultant review. Don also obtained 

the signatures of two indigenous authors in order to publish each of their 

Santa Teresa Cora literacy booklets.  

Along with their own responsibilities, Don and Bev also look for opportunities 

to serve others as needs arise. Later this month they will be assisting fellow 

colleague Betty Casad, her daughter and grandson, with transportation from 

Guadalajara to the Cora village of Jesus María, Nayarit, during Holy Week 

2015. Don, Bev and their daughter Elizabeth will then travel to the village of 

Santa Teresa to spend time ministering to their Cora acquaintances. Activi-

ties planned include scripture distribution and literacy projects with a special 

emphasis on spending time with the children using word games and media 

resources. We want to bless a few needy families with food and clothes and 

other gifts as supplies permit. 

It is very possible that later this year, most of the Scripture publication goals 

for Santa Teresa Cora will have been met. In seeking direction as to what 

their new responsibilities will be, Don has been invited by the director of 

publications, and the head of typesetting, to spend three weeks at the Wyc-

liffe Mexico Branch Center in Catalina, Arizona, to learn about Scripture 

Cora Children/Neighbors in Santa Teresa 

typesetting software used, and 

get some hands on experience 

to see if that might be a way for 

Don to serve the Branch in the 

future. 

The Roth’s are very grateful for 

the prayers, encouragement 

and gifts of support that Wood-

bury Lutheran Church has giv-

en on their behalf for their min-

istry to the Cora people.  

Holy Week 
at WLC 
Maundy Thursday,  

April 2nd:   

 Oak Hill 7pm; Valley Creek 

7:30pm 

 Prayer Vigil to begin after 

the evening service at Valley 

Creek 

Good Friday, April 3rd 

 Oak Hill 3:30 & 7pm; Valley 

Creek noon & 7:30pm 

 Prayer Vigil to begin 6am on 

Good Friday offsite 

Easter Sunday,  

April 5th  

 Oak Hill: 9am & 10:30am; 

Breakfast at 8am 

 Valley Creek: Blended—

6am, 8am, 9:30am & 11am; 

Contemporary—9:30am & 

11am; Breakfast at 7am 

Maria, Don, Bev, Elizabeth & Diana 







Taken from the April HomeFront Monthly Magazine 



April 2015  
Calendar  
Highlights 
Want more events?  
Visit myWLC.org and click on 
Calendar 

Valley Creek Campus (V) 
7380 Afton Road 
Woodbury, MN 55125 

Oak Hill Campus (O) 
9050 60th Street North 
Stillwater, MN 55082 

St. Croix Campus (S) 
Afton, MN 55001 

(651) 739-5144 

Visit us on the web at 
www.woodburylutheran.org 

(V) Celebrate Recovery 
Thursdays, 6:30pm 
Contact: Larry Smith, 651-735-7725 

(O) Maundy Thursday Worship 
Thursday, 7:00pm 

(V) Maundy Thursday Worship 
Thursday, 7:30pm 

(V) Good Friday Worship 
Friday, 12:00pm 

(O) Journey to the Cross 
Friday, 3:30pm 

(O) Good Friday Vespers 
Friday, 7:00pm 

(V) Good Friday Vespers 
Friday, 7:30pm 

(V) Baptism Class  
Saturday, 9:30am 
Contact: Jane Dibbern, 651-739-5144 

(V) Easter Vigil, Journey 
Saturday, 5:00pm 

(V) Easter Worship 
Sunday, 6, 8, 9:30 & 11am 

(O) Easter Worship 
Sunday, 9 & 10:30am 

(V) Women’s Gathering Group 
Mondays, 12:00pm 
Contact: Tamara Karlstrand,  
651-734-3974 

(V) Cancer Companions 
Mondays, 6:30pm 
Contact: Pastor Tim, 651-739-5144 

(V) Open Doors Thursdays 
Thursday, 5:00pm 
Contact: Pastor Tim, 651-739-5144 x221 

(V) Career Transition Connection 
Thursday, 7:00pm 
Contact: Tom Colosimo, 612-386-3715 

 

Woodbury Lutheran Church 

7380 Afton Road 

Woodbury, MN  55125 
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