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Transformation Through
His Word

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. %
Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone
who looks at his face in a mirror #* and, after looking at himself, goes away and
immediately forgets what he looks like. ?° But whoever looks intently into the
perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they
have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do. James 1:22-24

Could the New Testament writer, James, have had teenage boys? Maybe it was
a first century discussion one morning before school that made him write, “If you
just listen to the word and don’t do anything you'’re like a teenage boy who upon
seeing that his hair looks like a habitat for some kind of small woodland creature
says, ‘Meh’ and doesn’t comb it for cryin’ out loud.” (Heavily paraphrasing here.)
Better, James says, to look intently into God’s Word and act upon what you find
there.

In his book, Eat This Book, Eugene Peterson says, “[The writers of the Scrip-
tures] make up a school of writers employed by the Holy Spirit...to keep us in
touch with and responsive to reality, whether visible or invisible: God-reality, God
-presence. They are all distinguished by a deep trust in the power of words to
bring us into the presence of God and to change our lives.”

This is the kind of intent looking at God’s Word that James is talking about.
Looking deeply into and considering the words used and their meaning. Allowing
the Word to roll around in the mind and the heart and the soul. Letting it do what
it will. That's where the freedom and blessing, the transformation, come in.

Reading God’s Word.

So every week we hand you a
card on your way out of church
(and we email it to you and we
have it on the church app) as a
way of saying, “Look intently at
this passage during the week.
Chew on it, digest it, let it work
on your insides and see what
God is teaching you or asking
you to do.”

The studies tell us what James
knew: reading and reflecting on
scripture is one of the biggest
and best ways God produces
growth in faith. We’re 80 weeks
(80 weeks!) into the scripture
card initiative. If you're using
them, keep it up! If you've let
the practice slip, rev it back up!
If you haven't started yet, get on
it! Allow God to do the trans-
forming work He desires
through His powerful Word.
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Messy Sinners

Broken, Sinners

Recently | was out to lunch with a friend who asked me a question that | seem to
get quite often, the question was, “What is the hardest part of your job?” Without
missing a beat | responded, “People.” He gave me a puzzled look and said,
“What do you mean?” With a smile | responded, “We have a whole church full of
sinners, myself included and that makes things really messy at times. Sometimes
it is easy to forget, that because of our sin, each and every one of us is broken
and broken people often act in broken ways, even the “religious” ones.

One of my favorite New Testament stories that illustrates this point is found in
Luke 7. A Pharisee by the name of Simon has invited Jesus into his home for a
meal when a rather unexpected guest shows up, a woman who is a “sinner.” We
know that her sin is most likely prostitution and everyone in that room filled with
religious people knew it.

Can you imagine how uncomfortable the situation must have been for all in-
volved? Yet, something in this woman was drawn to Jesus and despite the looks
she received and despite her past, she boldly made her way to Jesus and then
blessed Him by washing His feet with expensive oil, weeping the entire time.

As this is happening Simon is thinking to himself that Jesus must not be all that
important, because if He was He would know who was touching Him, a sinner.
Knowing Simon’s heart Jesus goes on to tell a story about two men who had
debts that they could not repay, one 500 denarii and one 50 denarii. Amazingly,
both of their debts were forgiven, no questions asked. At this point Jesus asked
the all-important question, “Simon, which one will love their master more?” He
answered, “l suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled.” “You have
judged correctly,” Jesus answered.

Jesus goes on to illustrate how forgiveness had led this sinful woman to love Him
extravagantly, while Simon the one who appeared to have it all together loved
very little. Why do | share this story? Because each of us needs to recognize that

we have been forgiven much, so
that we will be moved to love
much. When we fail to recognize
this we fall into Simon’s trap and
instead putting our faith into action
by loving others, we start to judge
them.

One of our values at WLC is, We
Value All People: Come as You
Are. This is an easy value to put
on paper, but a much more diffi-
cult value to actually live out. |
pray that each one of us, broken
in our sin, will make it really easy
for “Sinners” to come and hear the
Good News of how Jesus forgives
our debt, no matter how big it is,
so that one more person will hear
Him say, “Your faith has saved
you, go in peace.”

Blessings,

Pastor Tom

Colorado
Peaches!

This annual fundraiser for our
youth scholarship program started
on June 28 with order forms avail-
able at both campuses and at
woodburylutheran.org under
Youth Fundraising. Price per
crate is the same as last

year! One crate for $29, or half-
crate for $14.50 (one crate is 18
pounds, approximately 40 tree-
ripened, juicy peaches). Delivery
day will be early August. Watch
the Sunday Weekly for updates.
Please contact the Retter’s at
651-739-5326 with questions.
Thanks for supporting our youth!
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Ashley Arneson, a “Woodburian, ” whose roots run deep at Woodbury Lutheran
Church. From preschool, to attending Sunday school, to mission trips, weekend re-
treats, and to teaching Sunday school, Ashley has always been able to call WLC her
home.

Service Times We are called by the Great Commission to “go and make disciples of all nations (Matt
at WLC: 28:19).” All nations, not just other countries but also our own backyard-community,
and that's exactly what Ashley Arneson, a senior at the University of Northwestern-St.
Sundays at Valley Creek: Paul is doing. Ashley has been avidly working with students to better understand their
Sanctuary, Blended 8 & 11am cultural identity and encourage cultural reconciliation on her campus. Her time at
Sanctuary, Contemporary 9:30am Northwestern has been directly a part of planning and hosting many events focusing
Genesis, Contemporary 11am . . ] .
on multiculturalism. However, her heart for culture has gone hand-in-hand with her
Saturdays at Valley Creek: passion for electronic media. In the past year, she has received national recognition
Journey, 5pm at the NRB convention (National Religious Broadcasters convention) in Nashville for
her work. It started as a misunderstanding of her own culture. She saw how the me-
Sundays at Oak Hill: dia would degrade and misattribute other cultures. As she has come to better under-
Blended 9:00am stand the essence of her identity in Christ, she has realized the importance of embrac-
Contemporary10:30am . . . . . .
ing all cultures. With a world that is so easily swayed by the media, she has commit-
Office & Mailing Address: ted to putting her time into creating affective Christian based media in a new way.
7380 Afton Road
Woodbury, MN 55125 Embarking on a new journey this August, Ashley will reach further than her own com-
munity. She has been to Ecuador for the last 4 years doing mission work, from mis-
Office Hours: sion trips to a summer internship leading short-term missionaries. With her passions of
Mon. — Thurs.: 9am—4pm missions, culture, and electronic media, Ashley will be working along side other mis-
Friday: 9am—3pm sionaries to reach the people of Ecuador through radio and video production. Reach

Beyond, formerly called HCJB; “Heralding Christ Jesus’ Blessings” is a missions or-
ganization working to reach the “unreached” through radio, healthcare, and leadership
training. There is always a risk when working for the kingdom of God, but Ashley calls
this greater reach a trembling joy.

Phone: (651) 739-5144
Fax: (651) 739-3536

Website:
www.woodburylutheran.org



them. We have played
together, laughed together,
and shed tears together.
And together, we trust in the
Holy One; the King of Kings!

Jesus’ peace to you dear
friend, as God continues to
share His life-giving salva-
tion to the world through you
and through people from all
sorts of tribes and tongues
around our world.

Cheers from Ethiopia!

Cheers from Ethiopia! ~Pastor Drew Bayless

Disciples of Jesus Are
Declaring the Good News All
Over the Globe!

Sub-Saharan Africa, in general, is a place where the Good News of
Jesus Christ is exploding. This is especially true in Ethiopia! The
church is growing very fast in this country! As disciples of Jesus from
the States, our team got to hear some incredible stories this week
from some brothers and sisters who are daily trusting and following
Jesus Christ, here in Ethiopia. Many of them have a call on their lives
to share the Gospel as missionaries. No longer is the mission of God
the “West to the Rest” but instead, in today’s world, it is “Everyone to
Everywhere.” What | mean is, that no longer is it only westerners who
are being sent as missionaries to far off continents like Africa, but
presently, missionaries from Africa are being
sent to tell the Gospel News to those in the
USA. Latino disciples are being sent to the
Middle East to share the Good News there.
Asian disciples are traveling to Latin America
to share Jesus. And yes, western disciples
from the States and Europe continue to be sent
across the globe to herald the Good News!

We have been encouraged and blessed by the
disciples here in Ethiopia, and likewise, they by
us, | believe. We have learned from their
teachings and they from ours. We have heard
them sing. We have prayed together with




Team Robin’s Nest 2015

Robin’s Nest, Jamaica

In June, a team of 15 individuals representing Woodbury Lutheran Church spent a week on site at
Robin's Nest Children's Home in Jamaica. Robin's Nest, with its extraordinary views of God's
creation from on top of Salter's Hill, is located 30 minutes inland from Montego Bay. It is a Chris-
tian-based and privately run home with capacity for 35 children ages 0-12, and is supported by
two directors and 30-35 staff.

Many teams and individuals from various churches travel to Robin's Nest each year to assist the
staff with the children, maintaining the buildings and caring for the five acres of grounds that in-
clude vegetable gardens and ~600 chickens. There is always work to be done!

At the direction of Robin's Nest leaders, we completed many initiatives during our stay including
organizing, cleaning, gardening, sewing, painting and construction projects. We were privileged to
lead the Sunday worship service, help assess learning capabilities for several pre-school children
and prepare sites for the well driller whose return visit overlapped with our stay. Of course, we
helped the staff take care of the children! And by the way, we delivered over 500 pounds of sup-
plies to Robin's Nest that we brought with us from Minnesota!

Water is such a precious resource at Robin's Nest. Most water used today comes from either rain
runoff or a river a few miles away. Water can be shipped from Montego Bay as a last resort, but it
costs $150 US for a single load of water which only lasts a day. Thus, it is really important to find
a sustainable water supply. This year is the first time that Robin's Nest has attempted drilling for
water. You can learn more about these efforts by visiting robinsnestchildrenshome.org and click-
ing on the Facebook icon.

A surprise "moment" from our trip was the opportunity a number of us had to meet Michelle Robi-
nette, a caring lady from Minnesota who originally founded Robin's Nest in the late 1990s. She
was visiting on-site with some of her family members when we arrived.

Most importantly, it was an honor being the hands and feet of Jesus in Jamaica! Although strug-
gles do absolutely exist, it is very clear that God is alive and moving among the children and staff
at Robin's Nest. Each member of our team will forever be changed by the time spent at this spe-
cial place on an island in the Caribbean.

Finally, thanks to all who supported our team through prayer and donations for supplies. We also
want to express our deep appreciation to Pastor Drew and the Mission Board for their leadership,
financial subsidies and rides to and from the airport.

If you would like more information on our trip, please see our team blog on www.woodbury
lutheran.org. ~ The Robin's Nest Short-Term Mission Team


http://robinsnestchildrenshome.org/
http://www.woodburylutheran.org/
http://www.woodburylutheran.org/
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THIS MONTH WE HAVE A FEW FUN AND CREATIVE WAYS

TO HELP YOUR CHILDREN PRACTICE PUTTING THEIR FAITH |
INTO ACTION AS THEY FOLLOW YOUR EXAMPLE AND WHAT \
YOU MODEL FOR THEM. L \

OPTION #1: THE MESSY ONE

HOW TO:

1. Tape the butcher paper to the floor.

2. Pour each color of paint onto a separate paper plate and
have each family member pick a color.

3. Gently brush the paint on the bottoms of each family
member's feet.

4.Have the parents walk across the paper first, leaving
painted footprints for the children to follow. Then have the
kids walk across the paper, also leaving their footprints.

5. Observe the footprints displayed on the paper. Talk about
how they serve as examples of what it looks like to follow
the model set before us by our parents and Christ.

DISCUSSION: Note that the prints go in the same
direction and that the children knew the way to walk

because of the example modeled for them. Remind your
children that Jesus modeled the way to walk through life.
Where can you hang your creation to remind you of this?

OPTION #2: THE LESS-MESSY ONE

e

HOW TO:

Follow the Option 1 instructions, but instead of painting the
bottoms of your feet, use markers to trace around the feet.
Feel free to write in the footprints the qualities Jesus modeled
for us (grace, service, love, peace, prayer, trusting God, etc.).

OTHER OPTIONS: Simply wet the bottoms of your
feet with water and walk along dry places of sidewalk to
reveal wet footprints on the ground. Or trace each family
member’s foot on different-colored construction paper and
display them on the wall from biggest to smallest.

4

. CREATEISATIMETO

~ ENGAGE YOUR FAMILY IN A
COLLABORATIVE RESPONSE
O HEARING GOD’S WORD.

Taken from the July HomeFront Monthly Magazine



(V) Celebrate Recovery
Thursdays, 6:30pm
Contact: Larry Smith, 651-735-7725

(O & V) Offices Closed—4th of July
Friday, All Day

(V) Women’s Gathering Group
Mondays, 12:00pm

Contact: Tamara Karlstrand,
651-734-3974

(V) Cancer Companions
Mondays, 6:30pm
Contact: Pastor Tim,
651-739-5144 x221

(V) Middle School Bible Study
Mondays, 6:30pm

Contact: Lindsey Schmidt,
651-739-5144 x219

(V) Open Doors Thursdays
Thursday, 5:00pm

Contact: Pastor Tim,
651-739-5144 x221

(V) Career Transition Connection
Thursday, 7:00pm
Contact: Tom Colosimo, 612-386-3715

(V) Baptism Class
Saturday, 9:30am
Contact: Jane Dibbern, 651-739-5144

12

19
21

(V) Middle School Mission
Trip Sharing

Sunday, 12:00pm

Contact: Lindsey Schmidt,
651-739-5144 x219

(V) Healing service
Sunday, 12:00pm

Contact: Pastor Tim, 651-739-5144 x221

(V) AARP Smart Driving Course
Tuesday, 9:00am
Contact: Tom Nelson, 651-735-4492
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Multiplying Disciples :: Transforming Lives

Woodbury Lutheran Church
7380 Afton Road
Woodbury, MN 55125

July 2015
Calendar
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Want more events?
Visit myWLC.org and click on
Calendar

Valley Creek Campus (V)
7380 Afton Road
Woodbury, MN 55125

Oak Hill Campus (O)
9050 60th Street North
Stillwater, MN 55082

St. Croix Campus (S)
Afton, MN 55001

(651) 739-5144

Visit us on the web at
www.woodburylutheran.org




