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Greater and FMSC 
Every fall during our Greater journey, WLC has participated with Feed My 

Starving Children to provide meals for children around the world.  And this 

fall was no exception.  Over the years, we have packed nearly 1,000,000 

meals! Your generosity during Greater and your volunteer hearts helped 

to make our dream a reality.  Thank you!  Each and every one of you 

made a difference in the lives of so many children.  We would specifically 

like to thank Liz Thompson for her tireless work of managing each event 

here WLC.   

Our most recent event had its meals shipped to Mexico.  It left the ware-

house of FMSC on September 29
th

 to head towards Mexico through our 

partner Asociación Mexicano de Bancos de Alimentos (AMBA).  Aso-

ciación Mexicano de Bancos de Alimentos is a network of 60 foodbanks 

that rescues unused food and channels it to Mexico’s most vulnerable 

populations.  AMBA distributes FMSC meals to single mothers, the disa-

bled, the elderly and malnourished children. 

Later this month, we have the opportunity to partner with our synod and 

host another Feed My Starving Children event at our Valley Creek Cam-

pus.  If you’d like to pack some meals, please sign up here: http://

volunteer.fmsc.org/Register/mobilepack/event.aspx?event=1611-

In This Issue 

 Cha..Cha..Changes 

 Transforming Lives 

 Interrupted Plans 

 Embracing Problems 

 Camp Omega 

 C.H.A.T. with God 

FMSC MobilePack 

226aEA#.WBJcB9UrJhE.  Or if 

you’d like to donate to the 

event, please donate here: 

http://

www.fundraising.fmsc.org/faf/

home/default.asp?

ievent=1159546. 

If you have any questions re-

garding our next MobilePack 

event, please don’t hesitate to 

chat with Liz Thompson.  She 

can be reached at 651-262-

9665. 

For more pictures of our event, 

please see pages 8 & 9 of this 

newsletter. 



Cha Cha Cha Changes…. 
I am guessing you have noticed that things change very quickly in our world.  

At a recent gathering a speaker claimed that because of technology there will 

be more changes in our world over the next 25 years than there has been in 

the previous 2500 years, perhaps a bit of hyperbole, but you get the point. 

One thing that never changes is Jesus who is the word of God.  I love the 

words of Hebrews 13:8, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 

forever.”  So simple, yet so reassuring, our God does not change.  In I Peter 

1:23-25, Peter quotes the wonderful words of Isaiah which speak to the en-

during and unchanging Word of God, “For you have been born again, not of 

perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word 

of God. For, ‘All people are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of 

the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of the Lord en-

dures forever.’ And this is the word that was preached to you.” 

While things change, our foundation in the Word of God never does; what an 

amazing promise!  As we look toward the New Year I wanted to update you 

on two changes that you might notice in January. 

The first has to do with communion – currently we celebrate Communion on 

the 1st and 3rd weekends in our Contemporary services and the 2nd and 4th in 

our Blended services.  In order to make worship planning more efficient 

across venues and campuses starting in January we will celebrate Commun-

ion at all of our services on the 2nd and 4th weekends of each month.  

The Word of the Lord Endures Forever... 

The second has to do with the 

translation of the Bible that we 

use in worship.  Currently, we 

use the 1984 version of the NIV.  

The NIV did an update in 2011 

which means that the 84 version 

is out of print and not available.  

After doing a thorough search of 

what other similar congregations 

to WLC are using and praying 

about what is best for WLC go-

ing forward, we have landed on 

using the NLT (New Living 

Translation) in our worship ser-

vices.  The NLT is a very acces-

sible and readable version of 

the Bible, especially for those 

who are new or less familiar 

with the Bible, which sadly is a 

growing number in our culture.  

Like all translations the NLT is a 

strong translation, but I want 

you to know that your pastors 

will continue to look through 

multiple translations of the Bible 

as we prepare our sermons etc. 

as we already do now.   Check 

out the chart to see where differ-

ent versions of the bible land.  

And please remember whatever 

version is your favorite is simply 

an issue of preference, they are 

all good translations and the 

Word of the Lord will endure 

forever :) 

Peace, 

Pastor Tom 



Weddings: 
Kirsten Meyer & Joseph Benke 

Arika Krinke & Jason Johnson 

James Culbertson & Alicia Leeemkuil 

Kathleen Johnson & Cory Ellis 

Haley Dyer & Aaron Raebel 
 

Baptisms: 
Layson Allen Pearson 

James Allen Conway 

Evelyn Mae Boser 

Joseph Robert Doane 

Jocelyn Joleen Colton 

Audrey Grace Bauer 

Lucille Joy Dalbec 

Deaths: 
Linda Kirsch ~ father, Don Minor 

Bev Jechort ~ brother-in-law, William 

O’Brien 

Mark Jechort ~ step-uncle, William 

O’Brien 

Linda Pierre ~ step-uncle, William 

O’Brien 

Family of Evelyn Reed 

Family of Mike Anderson 

Colette Miller ~ brother, Glenn 

Myrvold 

Sue & Les Lange ~ brother, Leo 

Werkmeister 

Service Times  

at WLC: 

Sundays at Valley Creek: 

Sanctuary, Blended  8  & 11am 

Sanctuary, Contemporary 9:30am 

Genesis, Contemporary 11am 

Saturdays at Valley Creek: 

Genesis, Contemporary, 5pm 

Sundays at Oak Hill: 

Blended 9:00am  

Contemporary10:30am 
 

Office & Mailing Address: 

7380 Afton Road 

Woodbury, MN  55125 

Office Hours: 

Mon. – Thurs.: 9am–4pm 

Friday: 9am–3pm 

 Phone: (651) 739-5144 

 Fax: (651) 739-3536 

 Website www.woodburylutheran.org 

Transforming Lives Through A 
Simple Shoebox Gift 
WLC is thrilled to partner with Operation Christmas Child again this November 

by donating gift filled shoeboxes and serving as a drop off location for donors! 

The boxes donated in our area, along with a Gospel story booklet, will be dis-

persed to children in Tanzania, Zambia, Saint Lucia, Madagascar, Zimbabwe 

and Namibia. 

Every shoebox gift delivered by Operation Christmas Child is a tangible ex-

pression of God’s amazing love. But a shoebox is just the beginning. It also 

presents an opportunity in more than 100 countries for our church partners to 

invite children into a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ through The Great-

est Journey Program. Millions of children have learned what it means to follow 

Jesus through a 12 lesson Bible study course. As a result of what they learn, 

boys and girls share this knowledge with friends and family, and often they too 

accept Christ and become active members in the local church. Families are 

reached, churches grow, new churches are started and communities are trans-

formed! 

National Collection Week for the shoeboxes is Nov. 14 – 21. What to put in a 

shoebox? Suggestions include toys, school supplies, non-liquid hygiene items, 

a personal note or photo along with $7 for shipping and Prayer! Once your gift 

filled shoebox is packed full of love and prayer, bring to worship on Sunday 

Nov. 20 for a special blessing, or any day during collection week. Labels and 

Brochures will be available in the lobby with more information about how to 

pack a shoebox. During this week we also need volunteers to greet and re-

ceive shoebox gifts from the community, as well as some strong bodies to load 

them into trailers. Please consider helping with this powerful ministry by con-

tacting Bev Manship at jamesmanship@comcast.net or Laurel Mills at 

mlekm@msn.com. 

Volunteers Needed During Collection Week 



Depending on Him Alone 

Interrupted Plans 
On October 2, our small team of three arrived in Addis Ababa, Ethio-

pia with plans to visit various businesses as well as spend time in 

Sendafa with the children and staff at Ekklesia School throughout 

the week. On Monday and Tuesday, we were able to visit Alert Hos-

pital and Entoto Beth. What a joy to learn more about these organi-

zations as they provide jobs to people who are living with leprosy or 

HIV! We also spent time with Women at Risk founder, Sherawit 

Teketel Friedmeyer, and learned how she started a program to help 

women in prostitution. Incredible organizations doing incredible 

things! 

Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday were our scheduled days at 

Ekklesia. We were excited to see the staff and children, spend time 

with School Director, Sister Almaz, meet the recently purchased 

sheep along with the four new babies that were born, and continue 

building relationships with the community of Sendafa.But most of 

our time would be spent learning - learning more about the people 

we are walking alongside, their lives, and their culture.  

But this is where our plans were interrupted. 

As you may know, the unrest in Ethiopia caused the trip to be can-

celled and those of us there had to return home. It can be difficult to 

make sense of things when plans get interrupted. Sometimes we 

cannot even begin to understand - for multiple reasons. 

But here is what amazes me. Through the sadness of what is hap-

pening in their country, the people we work with in Ethiopia have 

such peace and joy and hope in who matters. They know God is in 

control and they completely 

trust in Him... alone. 

I would like to say I operate 

in this same way. But I don't 

always. In fact, I often don't. 

Deep down I know the truth, 

but my human self almost 

always gets in the way.   

I have much to learn. And 

God willing, I look forward to 

returning to a land where 

the people continue to be 

grace filled and patient and 

model what it is to depend 

on Him... alone. 

Blessings, 

Regina Kehl 



Wanted: People to Ring A Bell! 

For the 17th consecutive year Woodbury Lutheran Church (WLC) has accepted 

the challenge as an evangelical outreach ministry, to ring bells for the Salvation 

Army (SA) during the Christmas season of 2016. 

Known as the “Woodbury Ding-A-Lings”, we will be ringing the bells at three CUB 
stores this year -- CUB Woodbury (in Tamarack Village), CUB Stillwater, and new 
this year - CUB Oakdale.  We will ring in 2 hour time slots on Fridays and Satur-
days beginning Friday, November 25 and continuing through Saturday, De-

cecmber 17. 

To give you some idea of the impact our WLC Ding-A-Lings have made, last year 
total donations were $15,647.  Our participation in this program is making a differ-
ence for people that need Salvation Army assistance! 

Singles, families and groups are encouraged to ring. Youth under the age of 16 
may ring with an adult but those who are at least 16 years of age may ring without 
an adult along. 

You may sign up for a bell ringing shift by stopping by a Ding-A Ling kiosk.  They 
will be located outside the sanctuary at VC, outside Genesis at VC, and outside 
the sanctuary at OH.  Signups will be available each Sunday beginning Oct 30. 

Adopt - A - Kettle 

Another feature will be the Adopt-A-Kettle. If you desire to help 
the SA but are unable to ring bells, you can elect to match the 
money collected in any kettle for either location, for any day, 
for any percent of a day’s amount, or up to any dollar amount 
you choose.  

Stop by a kiosk and become a Ding-A-Ling! 

Have questions?  Contact one of WLC's "Chief Ding-A-Lings" 

Jerry and Paula Morton H: 651-455-1682 C: 612-747-0664 
Bob and Sharon Wuggazer H: 651-493-6619 C: 651-318-9758 
Mike and Sue Zabilla M: 651-336-1408 S: 651-398-6391  
Gladys Keopp H: 651-739-3862 C: 651-283-9626 

 

Join the WLC Ding A Lings today! 

2016 WLC  

Confirmands 

Adela Ashby 

Brandon Bambenek 

Lauryn Bambenek 

Joseph Baumgarn 

Andrew Beck 

Peyton Behnken 

Kaleb Bloomquist 

Jacob Brammer 

Erin Brandvik 

John Broten 

Avery Burger 

Hannah Carpenter 

Kaitlyn Corey 

Marcas Cronin 

Rachel Eastenson 

Brennan Featherstone 

Cullen Featherstone 

Sydney Fedorowski 

Jayci Goetz 

Ethan Johnson 

Tanner Johnson 

Anna Krueger 

Jacob Lambrides 

Maggie Law 

Luke Lehmann 

Ryan Lindstrom 

Abbie Marshall 

Hannah Marshall 

Max Moris 

Rachel Mueller 

Halle Myers 

Thomas Nelson 

Matthew Nepsund 

Gabriel Peterson 

Kayley Pokrandt 

Kavin Muhil Ramesh 

Benjamin Reinhard 

Spencer Sadowski 

Adele Salava 

Hatti Score 

Parker Theis 

Alex Tonolli 

Justin Topp 

Kayla Towne 

Alex Trujillo 

Mason Tuman 

Emma Wiering 

Max Xiong 



Celebrate Recovery at WLC 

Embracing Problems As Gifts 
The secret of knowing God’s complete sufficiency is in coming to the end 

of everything in ourselves and our circumstances.  Once we reach this 

point we will stop seeking sympathy for difficult situations or ill treatment, 

because we will recognize these things as the necessary conditions for 

blessings – a point where we turn from our circumstances to God, realiz-

ing they are the evidence of Him working in our lives. 

When we can begin to find acceptance in the midst of our struggles, we 

then can begin living in God’s Reality.  We become open to new choices, 

pathways, lessons and opportunities that are available to us.   

Instead of asking God to get rid of your problems, try to see them as the 

next steps of growth for you as you embrace them and persevere THRU  

them – not just merely tolerate them. 

Ask God about your own control issues, about idealized expectations of 

Him and life, about brokenness, selfishness and the like.  You will often 

find things to change, heal, repent and grow from that can provide new life 

for you. 

Celebrate Recovery is forward-looking – meaning that we focus on the 

future and change – rather than dwelling on what has happened in our 

past.  The solution is to begin making wise choices today and learn to de-

pend on Christ’s power to help us make those changes.   

We cannot control all that happens to us, but we CAN control how we re-

spond to what happens around us.   The choices we make in life, to a 

large degree, determine the circumstances that we find ourselves living in, 

and the decisions we make to cope with our choices determine our desti-

ny.  Let’s not forget that God’s plan is not designed to make us comforta-

ble; it is designed to make us 

more like Christ. 

Celebrate Recovery is built on 

the Biblical principles of real 

community, confidential small 

group interaction and the sup-

port of a caring community for 

it is in this setting that real 

change takes place thru the 

undisputed dynamic that – 

CHANGED LIVES  -  

CHANGE LIVES 



New Facilities Needed for  
Camp Omega 
Earlier this summer you learned a little about Camp Omega’s ministry and the 

“Power of Camp.”  Did you know that Woodbury Lutheran, along with all the 

churches of the Minnesota South District own Camp Omega?  They are an exten-

sion of our ministry that serves people from all over central and southern Minne-

sota.  You also learned that the 175 bunk beds / shared bathroom facilities do not 

accommodate many adult groups or families with young children. 

The new Adult / Family Retreat Center will host 25 modern guest rooms with pri-

vate bathrooms, along with meeting areas that will serve an additional 100 peo-

ple.  It will be built adjacent to the current dining hall to allow easy movement for 

seniors.  Congregations can offer spiritual renewal retreats, marriage retreats, 

leadership retreats, scrapbooking retreats, women and men’s retreats in a very 

accommodating, friendly, new facility.  And it is only an hour and a half from the 

cities. 

The Rooted * Celebrating * Growing Campaign is in the second year of a three-

year effort.  God willing, construction will begin in summer of 2017.  But help is 

needed.  By making you aware of Camp Omega’s important ministry and effort to 

build-on, enhance, and grow ministry to adults and families with young children, 

the hope is that you will consider how God might be leading you to use your re-

sources in support of this effort.  This project is in God’s hands.  It will be accom-

plished according to his purpose and plan.  Please prayerfully consider how he 

can use you in support of this important ministry.  Thank you in advance as this 

valuable ministry will be enhanced with new facilities – all for the sake of the mis-

sion of Jesus Christ. 

 

Treehouse Camp 

 



Greater FMSC  

MobilePacking 

event in September 

2016 at the Valley 

Creek Campus  

of WLC 



Woodbury Lutheran  

Christmas Festival Concert 

 

Inspirational music, carols old and new, & classic songs 

Friday & Saturday; December 9 & 10 at 7:30pm 

and Sunday, December 11 at 4:00pm 

 

 

Featuring the Woodbury Lutheran Chorale, Celebration, Praise Band,  

JuBELLee Ringers, Children’s choir, and 30 piece orchestra 

Ticket Envelopes (freewill offering) will be available at the Welcome Center (both campuses) beginning November 13 





Taken from the November HomeFront Monthly Magazine 



November 2016  
Calendar  

Highlights 

Want more events?  

Visit myWLC.org and click on 

Calendar 

Valley Creek Campus (V) 

7380 Afton Road 

Woodbury, MN 55125 

Oak Hill Campus (O) 

9050 60th Street North 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

Liberty Ridge Campus (L) 

11395 Eagle View Blvd. 

Woodbury, MN 55129 

St. Croix Campus (S) 

Afton, MN 55001 

(651) 739-5144 

Visit us on the web at 

www.woodburylutheran.org 

(V) Women of the Word 
Wednesdays, 9:15am 

Contact: Mary Lehman, 651-739-5144 

(O) Women of the Word 

Thursdays, 10am 

Contact: Jane Dibbern, 651-739-5144 

(V) Celebrate Recovery 
Thursdays, 6:30pm 

Contact: Larry Smith, 651-735-7725 

(V) Baptism Class  

Saturday, 9:30am 

Contact: Rachel Symmank,  

651-730-0847 

(V) Women’s Gathering Group 

Mondays, 12:00pm 

Contact: Tamara Karlstrand,  

651-734-3974 

(V) Career Transition Connection 

Thursday, 7:00pm 

Contact: Tom Colosimo, 612-386-3715 

(V) Open Door Thursday 

Thursday, 5:00pm 

Contact: Pastor Tim, 651-739-5144  

(V) MN South FMSC MobilePack 
Thursday-Saturday 

Contact: Liz Thompson, 651-262-9665 

(V) Middle School Lock In 

Friday, 8:30pm 

Contact: Lindsey, 65-739-5144 

(V & O) Operation Christmas Child  

Collection Begins 

Monday 11/14-Monday 11/21  

(V) Time Away Respite Care 

Saturday, 4:30pm 

Contact: Cheri Frost, 651-739-7052  

Thanksgiving Eve Worship 
Wednesday, 7:30pm 

Guardian Angels Catholic Church 

(V) Thanksgiving Day Worship 

Thursday, 9:00am 

Woodbury Lutheran Church 

7380 Afton Road 

Woodbury, MN  55125 

Multiplying Disciples // Transforming Lives. 
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