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Blessed—Urban Plunge 2015 
For the second year in a row, members of WLC were able to participate in a short-

term mission (STM) experience that did not require a passport or a long airplane ride. 

In late July the Urban Plunge team spent a week in the Phillips neighborhood in Min-

neapolis at Trinity First Lutheran Church and School – a mere 22 miles from Wood-

bury.  

Trinity First is one of the oldest Lutheran churches in Minnesota and there are 150+ 

students enrolled for the upcoming school year. However, it is a struggling congrega-

tion that is trying to find its new role in one of the most ethnically diverse neighbor-

hoods in the U.S. Throughout the week we were able to interact with Ethiopians, 

Native Americans, Hispanics, Asians, Indians, and Somalis. From a neighborhood 

prayer walk – to working with the school’s Summer Bridge to Success program – to 

feeding the community meals and working the local food shelf – to completing repairs 

on the facility and increasing the safety of the school’s playground – our time was 

filled with people of the neighborhood. How blessed we are to be able to experience 

the culture of so many different nations within a short drive of Woodbury. 

But even though our STM experience is over there are several ways that you could 

become involved with Trinity First. WLC, in conjunction with TST Catering, provides a 

community dinner each Thursday evening at Trinity First. If that is something that 

interests you, please contact Lori Golden at 651-336-1554. She can answer any 

questions you may have. Trinity First also has an after school program called Tiger 

Club. It goes from 3-5 pm and volunteers help with homework, play games with the 
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kids, and just provide a positive 

influence in their lives. For more 

information, contact Jerry Morton 

at jerry@themortonhome.com.  

And finally, if you have any inter-

est in next year's STM experi-

ence, please contact Pastor Drew 

and he will add your name to a list 

of possible participants. 

mailto:jerry@themortonhome.com�


We Value 
Living Out Our Values 
Over the next several months I would like to take some time with my 

newsletter articles to give some further insight into the values that make 

Woodbury Lutheran unique.  Of course as followers of Jesus we have cer-

tain beliefs and practices that connect us to the wider body of Christ, but 

we also need to recognize that there are certain things about our gather-

ing that make us unique from the church down the block.  In the same 

way that each of as individuals are a unique part of the body of Christ, so 

each gathering of Jesus followers is also unique.  

One of the things that I love about our church is that we are completely 

and totally reliant on Scripture as our guidepost.  We believe that in the 

Bible God has revealed His truth to us in such a way that we can build a 

firm foundation of trust with the creator of the universe.   

One of the greatest challenges for those who follow Jesus, is to not get 

drawn into the realm of relativism, which teaches that truth is in the eye of 

the beholder.   

While there can be different interpretations of Scripture, we must never 

lose the fact that there is a source of truth that norms right and wrong in 

the world around us and that truth comes from God and His unchanging 

Word.  

What does it mean to be, Rooted in God’s Word?  It means as Paul says 

in 2 Timothy 3:16 that, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 

teaching, rebuking, correcting and training...”  It simply means that we 

have a strong foundation on which to build. What could be stronger than 

Rooted in God’s Word 

the truth of God? 

One of the important things for 

us to understand is that our 

values work together.  Truth in 

a vacuum devoid of grace is a 

very dangerous place to be, 

(see the story of the Pharisees 

for a good example of where 

this type of thinking can lead).  

So in order for truth to work as 

God intends we must see it 

working in conjunction with all 

of our values. 

For now, know that Woodbury 

Lutheran will always be a gath-

ering of disciples who are be-

coming more and more like 

Jesus as we live lives guided 

by, and built on, the foundation 

of His truth.  Spend some time 

this week thinking about what 

this might mean for your walk 

with God. 

Walking Together, 

Pastor Tom 



Weddings: 
Jennifer Hoffbeck & Adam Doehrmann 

Karina Lopez & Zach Barabash 

Brian Hawkinson & Michelle Spude 

 

Baptisms: 
Benjamin Branson Mertens 

Paxton Nolan Anderson 

Freyja Olivia Brothen 

Joshua Robert Jepperson 

Penelope Lindberg 

 

Deaths: 
Oliva Levitz ~ grandmother, Ruth 

Hannah Levitz ~ grandmother, Ruth 

Linda Gill ~ mother-in-law, Ruth 

Ron Roesler ~ mother 

John Swanlund ~ aunt, Pat 

Family of Joe Adams 

Mel & Alyssa Medin ~ mother, Vera 

Marsha Voss ~ mother, Suzanne 

Dave Martini ~ father, Elmer 

Kristi Starzynski ~ grandfather, Elmer 

Amy Larson ~ grandmother, Frances 

 

Service Times  
at WLC: 

Sundays at Valley Creek: 

Sanctuary, Blended  8  & 11am 
Sanctuary, Contemporary 9:30am 

Genesis, Contemporary 11am 
 

Saturdays at Valley Creek: 

Journey, 5pm 
 

Sundays at Oak Hill: 

Blended 9:00am  
Contemporary10:30am 

 

Office & Mailing Address: 

7380 Afton Road 

Woodbury, MN  55125 
 

Office Hours: 

Mon. – Thurs.: 9am–4pm 

Friday: 9am–3pm 
 

 Phone: (651) 739-5144 

 Fax: (651) 739-3536 

 Website:  
www.woodburylutheran.org 

4 Million Meals!  
11,000 Children Fed for One Year! 
Woodbury Lutheran Church has joined with the City of Woodbury, local churches, 
schools and businesses to pack 4 million meals for starving children around the world. 
From October 8-11, you, along with 20,000 of your friends and neighbors will have the 
opportunity to participate in a FMSC packing event to be held at Bielenberg Sports Cen-
ter. Adults and children will measure and scoop ingredients, seal bags and prepare box-
es for shipping. Children as young as five can also help as long as they are with a 
parent/adult. If you are a leader of an organization that would like to participate (Scouts, 
etc.) then the minimum age is third grade. For more information on adult to student ratio 
for groups, please contact Liz Thompson (651-262-9665).   

An exciting aspect of this year’s MobilPack is that 10% of the funds raised – up to 
$80,000 – will go directly to the Christian Cupboard Emergency Food Shelf (CCEFS). 
So in addition to packing for hungry children around the world we will be helping to feed 
the hungry right here in Woodbury. 

Registration is now open via the volunteer link found at www.woodburyfeeds.org. Each 
packing session is 2 hours and the times are the same on all four days: 9-11am, 12-
2pm, 3-5pm and 6-8pm. WLC has reserved 600 spots on Saturday, October 10th. You 
will need to sign-up with a join code if you want to pack at one of those reserved times: 

                 9-11am – use join code 728256 

                12-2pm – use join code 728259 

                3-5pm – use join code 728260 

WLC members and friends do not have to pack at our reserved time. And you can pack 
as often as you would like – just remember to register for each session.  

More information can be found on the woodburyfeeds.org website. If you have ques-
tions, need more information or need help with registering, please contact Liz Thompson 
at 651-262-9665. 

FMSC is a Christian nonprofit organization committed to feeding God’s starving children 
hungry in body and spirit. The approach is simple: children and adults hand-pack meals, 
MannaPackTM Rice, formulated specifically for malnourished children. Organizations in 
nearly 70 countries around the world distribute these meals to children in greatest need. 
In 2014, FMSC sent over 229 million meals around the world thanks to the work of al-
most 900,000 volunteers. FMSC is able to spend more than 92% of total donations di-
rectly on feeding children because of its volunteers.  

11,000 hungry children around the world  
thank you for your generosity! 

Beautiful Friendships 

http://www.woodburyfeeds.org�


Insuring the Church’s Mission 
Before he was married and had children, a member of Woodbury Lutheran pur-

chased a small life insurance policy with a beneficiary value that would cover his 

burial in the event of an untimely death.  Many years later, this member, through 

continued good planning and God's abundant favor, has far greater financial re-

sources.  His children are grown and he has a pension, a stock portfolio and an 

additional insurance policy that would more than cover his family's needs.   

The member wanted to make a gift to the Woodbury Lutheran Endowment Fund 

but, even with good planning, he had kids on their way to college, and was con-

cerned about a large cash outlay. So, after talking with his wife and his account-

ant, he determined he could make a substantial gift by transferring the rights of 

this early-purchased insurance policy to the Endowment Fund.  

What are the benefits to you of assigning one or more of 

your insurance policies to WLC's Endowment? 

Gifting a life insurance policy allows you to make a much larger single gift than you 

might otherwise be able to afford.  Although the cost to you (your premiums) is 

relatively small, the amount WLC's endowment will receive (the death benefit) can 

be quite substantial. As long as you continue to pay the premiums on the life insur-

ance policy, the church is guaranteed to receive the proceeds of the policy when 

you die. (Guarantees are subject to the claims-paying ability of the issuing insur-

ance company.) Since life insurance proceeds paid to a charity are not subject to 

income and estate taxes, probate costs, and other expenses, WLC receives 100% 

of your gift.* 

Giving life insurance to charity also has certain income tax benefits. Depending on 

how you structure your gift, you may be able to take an income tax deduction 

equal to your basis in the policy or its fair market value (FMV), and you may be 

able to deduct the premiums you pay for the policy on your annual income tax 

return. When an insurance contract is transferred to a charity, the donor's income 

tax charitable deduction is based on the lesser of FMV or adjusted cost basis.* 

WLC Endowment Fund 

How do you make the 

transfer of an existing 

policy? 

You must assign all rights in the 

policy to the Woodbury Lutheran 

Endowment Fund and deliver the 

policy itself. By doing this, you 

give up all control of the life insur-

ance policy forever. This strategy 

provides the full tax advantages of 

charitable giving because the 

transfer of ownership is irrevoca-

ble. You may be able to take an 

income tax deduction equal to the 

lesser of your adjusted cost basis 

or FMV. The policy is not included 

in your gross estate when you die, 

unless you die within three years 

of the transfer. In this case, your 

estate would get an offsetting 

charitable deduction.* 

The member of WLC continues to 

pay the premiums through a regu-

lar cash gift to the church desig-

nated specifically for this purpose. 

This ongoing financial gift results 

in additional tax deductions for 

him. The current cash value of the 

policy is included in WLC's En-

dowment Fund account balance, 

allowing the church to make larger 

disbursements to supported mis-

sions each year.   

His gift is truly an "above and be-

yond" mission investment that will 

benefit generations to come. 

 For more information on how you 

can make an insurance gift to 

WLC, contact church administra-

trator Mark Stutelberg, stutelberg 

m@woodburylutheran.org.    

Next time, we will address easy ways 

you can ask others to invest in WLC's 

missions through memorials and hono-

rariums.  

* All tax information is general, and provided 

by www.360financialliteracy.org.  Please 

see your accountant or tax adviser for ad-

vice specific to your financial situation. 

mailto:stutelbergm@woodburylutheran.org�
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In the Footsteps  
of the Apostles 

Paul & John 
 

Turkey, Greece & Islands—
September 24-October 6, 
2016.  Led by Pastor Paul & 
Rhoda Pfotenhauer.   

 

Contact them for more infor-
mation at 651-261-3416 or 
Pfotenhauer@juno.com. 

 

Information Meeting on 
Thursday, October 29th at 
WLC at 7pm 

I Have Hidden Your Word…. 
Chris Webb, in The Fire of the Word, describes the Bible is a “thin” place where we 

meet God: the Scriptures are a “place where the boundary between heaven and 

earth has been worn through…When we open the Bible, it does not say to us, 

‘Listen: God is there!’ Instead, the voice of the Spirit whispers through each line, 

‘Look: I am here!’” The Bible is the inspired Word of God (2 Timothy 3:16); through 

it He speaks to us. Through it the Holy Spirit shows us who God actually is. As we 

come to know Him, we are changed more and more into his likeness. 

Here at Woodbury Lutheran we have a multitude of growth opportunities for kids, 

youth and adults, for folks who have been following Jesus forever and for folks who 

are just finding out who He is and what following Him looks like. But growth is big-

ger than just what the church offers. Lifelong spiritual growth requires the personal 

practice of engaging in God’s Word. 

Note that we’re not just talking about reading the Bible, or even studying the Bible. 

Both are good, and important. But engaging is about interacting with God’s word in 

a way that allows the Holy Spirit to speak to us, where we hear God’s voice speak-

ing to us and transforming us into His likeness. Words like mulling over, marinating, 

reflecting, dwelling on, pondering describe this kind of interaction with Scripture. 

As we walk along this Discipleship Path together, worshiping, growing, serving and 

reaching let’s follow the Holy Spirit’s lead to engage in God’s word. The weekly 

scripture cards are a simple way to reflect on the text for the week and listen for 

God’s calling and challenge. Apps like You Version and others have a variety of 

reading and reflecting plans to choose from.  

The Psalmist gives us some good encouragement: “I have hidden your word in my 

heart that I might not sin against you…I meditate on your precepts and consider 

your ways. I delight in your decrees; I will not neglect your word.” Psalm 119: 11, 15

-16. What an incredible gift God has given us in His word. Let’s be a people devot-

ed to that word and the transformation it gives. 

Beautiful Words 



Learning Much  
More Than English 
I met her May 2015.  She came to the English language classes at WLC 

unexpectedly.  She introduced herself and asked if she could stay in class 

that day.  She knew about the class through one of our students she met 

at a local gym.  She has not missed a class since that day.  She enjoys 

memorizing the Bible verses we talk about in class. 

After one of our classes, I invited the students to tour our church library.  

Only Soonyeong accepted.  She was very excited to know that she could 

have access to Christian books, music, and movies. After that, I showed 

her the sanctuary and invited her to worship with us the next Sunday. Im-

mediately, she asked me: “What time?” 

 When saying goodbye, Soonyeong asked, "Are you my friend?”  I said 

“Yes, I am.”  Then, with tears in her eyes, she told me her story.   

She is Catholic, her husband is working in South Korea until retirement, 

and she is here raising their two children, who are starting college.   She 

had been experiencing depression so her husband had been praying for 

God to send a friend and a church into her life.  After ending her story, she 

asked me again, “Are you my friend?” and I answered back “Yes, I am 

your friend.”  We hugged each other in tears, praising God for this conver-

sation and His provision. 

Soonyeong has been coming to our church every single Sunday since 

that invitation.  She does not understand everything but she goes home 

and reads the Scripture in Korean.  She is also using her electronic dic-

tionary to understand the church bulletin even when worshiping.  She con-

stantly repeats “I am so happy now, I am not depressed anymore!”  She 

Forever Changed 

smiles in excitement every 

time I introduce her some 

friends at church –and she 

even remembers their names! 

Last Sunday, Soonyeong invit-

ed me for breakfast at Perkins 

after church.  Her husband 

told her to do so - via Skype. 

With the church bulletin in 

hand, she told me she wants 

to volunteer in our church and 

pointed to CARING CAPS, 

knitting or crocheting chemo/

neuro surgery caps and baby 

caps.  I have now introduced 

her to the second group she 

has chosen to join in our 

church.   

No attachments, no imposi-

tions, no agendas.  I am not in 

charge, but it is the Holy Spirit 

of our powerful God who can 

answer the prayers of an af-

flicted man in South Korea 

whose name I still do not know 

but I cannot wait to meet to be 

his friend too, and welcome 

him to the Church of Christ. 

Thank you Lord, that still to-

day, I can find myself in awe 

of Your amazing power and 

grace! 

Luz Guerrero 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Basic Biblical  
Finance Class 

 
· Learn what the Bible says 
about managing money. 
· Learn to develop a finan-
cially stress free life. 
· Learn practical steps you 
can take immediately, for get-
ting out of debt.  
· Learn how to overcome 
common budget-busters. 
 
Six Saturday’s, starting  
October 10, 2015 
9AM    
WLC-VC-Isaiah Room     
$13. 
 

For more information,  
contact: Tom Tibbetts 
651-247-0501 or  
tdtibbetts@comcast.net 

Mitten Ladies Making Meals 
Twice this summer a group of Mitten Ladies have had the opportunity to 

serve in a different way.  Through the leadership of Vicki Strong and 

Lyndis Vander Louw 70 frozen meals have been prepared to share with 

WLC members, friends and others. 

If you know of any families that are in need of a frozen crockpot meal, 

please contact Vicki Strong at 651-730-5049.  If you are interested in join-

ing this group to make mittens gifting Robin's Nest Children's Home in 

Jamaica, September 9th at 11:30 a.m. in the Isaiah Room is the place to 

come. Any questions call Lyndis at 651-459-3313.  It is a great time of 

fellowship and sharing with women of all ages. 

WLC Ladies 



Join A Small Group 
Life is Better Together! 
You were created to experience life with other people. In fact, God hates  

loneliness. At Woodbury Lutheran we encourage you to get into a small 

group. 

A small group is a group of 3 or more people who meet in a home or  

workplace.   

 They are flexible. They usually meet every other week; some meet 

every week. They meet in each other’s homes*.  Members are usually 

in a similar season of life and age.  They grow friendships and faith by 

doing Bible studies together and praying and serving together. They 

do life together. 

 Mary Lehman at Valley Creek and Naomi Golnitz at Oak Hill put 

groups together.  However you can grab a couple of friends and start 

a group as small as 3.   

 There’s help for your group. Mary and Naomi will provide advice and  

resources for new and existing groups. Just give them a call 651-739-

5144 x201 or lehmanm@woodburylutheran.org 

*Sometimes members cannot host, so those that can, do. 

You are Invited 



 

Typical Wednesday 

schedule: 

9:10—*Coffee time in the 

Isaiah Room—Join your 

friends for a visit and coffee 

before WOW begins 

9:15—Childcare is open 

9:30—Self dismiss from Cof-

fee Time. Classes begin 

11:15—Classes are dis-

missed; Childcare is closed 

WOW Calendar Fall 2015 

September 16* —23—30 

*On the 16th we gather as one 

large group in the Fireside 

Room (VC) for worship, pray-

er, information on the classes, 

then on to the classes. 

October 7—14—21—28 

November 4, 11, 18 

(no meeting the week of Thanks-

giving 25th)  

December 2, 9, 16 

(no meeting the23rd and 30th, 

Christmas—Resume January 6) 

Note  When School District 

833 is cancelled due to 

weather, Women of the 

Word will not meet. 

We support New Life Family 

Services—Pregnancy Re-

source Center with  

donations of disposable dia-

pers and baby formula. 





Taken from the September HomeFront Monthly Magazine 



September 2015  
Calendar  
Highlights 
Want more events?  
Visit myWLC.org and click on 
Calendar 

Valley Creek Campus (V) 
7380 Afton Road 
Woodbury, MN 55125 

Oak Hill Campus (O) 
9050 60th Street North 
Stillwater, MN 55082 

St. Croix Campus (S) 
Afton, MN 55001 

(651) 739-5144 

Visit us on the web at 
www.woodburylutheran.org 

(V) Celebrate Recovery 
Thursdays, 6:30pm 
Contact: Larry Smith, 651-735-7725 

(V & O) Offices Closed  
Monday, Labor Day Holiday 

(V) Open Doors Thursdays 
Thursday, 5:00pm 
Contact: Pastor Tim,  
651-739-5144 x221 

(V) Career Transition Connection 
Thursday, 7:00pm 
Contact: Tom Colosimo, 612-386-3715 

(V) Baptism Class  
Saturday, 9:30am 
Contact: Rachel Symmank,  
651-730-0847 

(V) Women’s Gathering Group 
Mondays, 12:00pm 
Contact: Tamara Karlstrand,  
651-734-3974 

(V) Cancer Companions 
Mondays, 6:30pm 
Contact: Pastor Tim,  
651-739-5144 x221 

 

 

(V) Women of the Word 
Wednesdays, 9:15am 
Contact: Mary Lehman,  
651-739-5144 x201 

(V) Healing service 
Sunday, 12:00pm 
Contact: Pastor Tim, 651-739-5144 x221 

Woodbury Lutheran Church 

7380 Afton Road 

Woodbury, MN  55125 

Multiplying Disciples :: Transforming Lives 
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